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C o m e  o n ,  C h o i r  F r i e n d s !  L e t ' s  G o  E x p l o r i n g l

T h i s  l o o k s  l i k e  a  n e w  t r a i l !

Be carefu l !  No te l l ing what 's  up ahead!

A "PlLGRIM" is  someone who t ravels  a long,  d i f f icu l t  t ra i l  to  show his  love and devot ion for  God.  The
lsrael i tes were "Pi lgr ims" as they made the dangerous journey f rom Egypt  to  the Promised Land of  Canaan.

The f i rs t  he lpers Jesus chose were "Pi lgr ims" too,  as they le f t  the i r  homes and went  wi th Him to teach people
about  God's  p lans.  Can you name three of  these helpers?

W h a t  w o r k  d i d  e a c h  l e a v e  t o  f o l l o w  J e s u s ?

W h a t  w e r c  s o m e  o f  t h e  d a n g e r s  a n d  d i s c o u r a g e m e n t s  t h e y  f a c e d ?

H o w  d o  y o u  s u p p o s e  t h e y  f e l t  w h e n  J e s u s  w a s  c r u c i f i e d ?  W h a t  c h a n g e d  t h e i r  f e e l i n g s ?

As you s ing He Who Woutd Vol iant  Be could the thoughts apply  to  l i fe  today? Could you imagine being a
"p i lgr im" for  God? The words,  "We know we at  the end shal l  l i fe  inher i t , "  you may not  understand r ight

now, but  we a l l  rea l ly  do know that  fo l lowing Jesus as Master  of  our  l ives can be an exc i t ing adventure!

L is ten to how the st rong tune f i ts  the spi r i t  o f  the words.

By the way,  something 's  miss ing at  the beginning of  the music l  Maybe you can f igure out  why there 's  no

Tl lv lE SIGNATURE. F i rs t ,  count  the number of  beats in  each measure.  What  do you d iscover?

Perhaps your  choi r  d i rector  could p lay th is  tune in  3/4 t ime.  ls  i t  as s t rong as the way i t 's  wr i t ten? See how

the st rong feel ing of  the hymn words yvas spoi led by the wal tz  rhythm. Play ing the tune in  4 i4 t ime won' t

help the words to f i t  r ight !  Poems and hymn words somet imes need FREE TIME so that  the important  words

of  the text  can fa l l  on accented beats of  the tune.  Some of  the hymnals complete ly  leave out  TIME SICNA-

TURES so that  people wi l l  th ink more about  the meaning of  the words they are s inging.

f ohn Bunyan, who wrote the words, also wrote a book, Pilgrim's Progress, about a man named "Christian"

who goes on a long p i lgr im journey through the wor ld look ing for  the Cross.  Perhaps your  choi r  d i rector  wi l l

te l l  you some of  h is  adventures on the journey and what  he found at  the end.  At  one t ime the book had been

translated in to more languages than any other  book except  the Bib le!

How about  a l l  choi r  boys and g i r ls  everywhere being "PlLGRlMS" too?
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